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and he asked them the reason of their strange actions
and false garb. Krishna replied " know thou that we are
thy enemies and therefore have entered the city by a side
way. We are decked in flowers because victory greets
those who put on flowers. We are Kshatriyas ready to
fight with thee. Come, fight with any of tfs if thou art
not prepared to release the princes whom thou hast un-
justly confined." Jarasandha now knew the truth and
accepted the challenge and prepared to fight with Bhima
without arms. It was a fight for victory or death, and
having taken the blessings of the Brahmans and taking
off his crown he stepped into the list. There the two
gladiators with their arms only as their weapons fought
untired, unceasing, taking no food nor rest till at last on
the I4th day Jarasandha retired seeking rest for a time.
Krishna beckoned to Bhima not to lose the opportunity,
and Bhima springing upon his tired foe whirled him
round, broke his back-bone by the pressure of his knee,
and taking hold of his legs tore the body into two halves.
It was a terrible scene, and the roar of the- dying man
and triumphant warrior sent a thrill of terror through
the whole palace. The three then threw the dead body
at the gate of the palace and left the place in Jarasandha's
chariot
Such is the awful description of the mortal fight
between Jarasandha and Bhima. There may be a great
deal of exaggeration in it, but we cannot doubt the vein
of reality which runs through the whole oarration.
That the art of building up a strong body had reached
great success in ancient India, we may fairly accept
frojna what we see of atliletes even now in this country and